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Over time the mat will
biodegrade and be replaced by
a living mat of grass roots.
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RIGHT: Photo by Vicki Scuri.

ABOVE: The narrow ribbon of land between Sand Creek and the highway is now home to City Beach. The park, which is sheltered from the highway by Vicki Scuri’s green wall, offers a good view of downtown across the water.
OPPOSITE: U.S. Highway 95 now bypasses Sandpoint’s downtown. City Beach and the green wall are located just above the railroad bridge in the foreground, along the left side of Sand Creek, which empties into Lake Pend Oreille.

eroding away, they were lined with quarter-inch screen and a woven
mat, which was initially impregnated with grass seed. Dan Baird, of
Beck and Baird, says that over time the mat will biodegrade and be
replaced by a living mat of grass roots. Other plants, such as climbing
roses and honeysuckle, were inserted into the wall as plugs. Drip and
conventional spray irrigation keep everything alive, and the slight
slope of the wall’s face (a 6:1 batter) helps it to collect water.
The final effect of the wall, which was completed in 2012, is quite
stunning. The grass browns in the summer as some native grasses do,
but the other plants provide contrasting greenery and colorful blossoms, so the wall is interesting year-round. Scuri acknowledges that
for some people, the aesthetics of a green wall can be an acquired
taste, “like whole wheat bread.” But “for me it’s still beautiful, even
when it’s brown,” Scuri says. “It’s very furry; it gets the light.”
When I visited the wall on a warm August evening, the new City
Beach park next to it had drawn a number of bikers, fishermen, and

couples. Local residents Charlene LaPrade and Amanda Blossom
walked along the wall and smelled the roses. LaPrade says she did not
initially support the bypass project, but she’s very happy with how it
turned out—particularly the green wall. “I love it,” LaPrade said. “It
has a back-to-nature type feel.”
“This little creek was never used and now, because of the path and
the living wall, there’s people there all the time,” said Lisa Guscott,
owner of Arlo’s Ristorante, which has a patio overlooking the creek.
“Most of the people who were opposed to the bypass are not angry
and upset now,” says former mayor Gretchen Hellar, who originally
opposed it and refused to attend the byway’s dedication. “The fact
that it was aesthetically acceptable defused some of the hostility.”
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